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David Borawski 

Two large digital image pieces that grapple with our current fears as seen through the 3D lens of past 
historical events. 

The historic mushroom-shaped cloud and water column from the underwater Baker nuclear explosion of 
July 25, 1946, becomes the subject of “One for tomorrow, one just for today.” The digita lly altered image, 
all evidence of test ships and human observers has been removed, shifts focus to our current situation, 
yet another game of chicken that could devastate the earth as we know it. The culture of fear as weapon 
of choice. 

The title of the piece and the exhibition come from the song “Love Me Two Times” by the Doors. 

The second piece, “Not looking for a new way to die” is a digitally altered news image, an aerial view of 
the New Haven green during the 1970 May Day rally in support of the Black Panther Party trials taking 
place. The crowd looks away from the impending disaster of the explosion. The title comes from a song 
by the Stone Temple Pilots, “Tumble in the Rough”, “I can't eat -  I can't sleep -  I can't live - I can't cry - I 
can't die - I can't walk - I can't talk”.  

 

History 

Operation Crossroads was a pair of nuclear weapon tests conducted by the United States at Bikini Atoll 
in mid-1946. They were the first nuclear weapon tests since Trinity in July 1945, and the first detonations 
of nuclear devices since the atomic bombing of Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. The purpose of the tests 
was to investigate the effect of nuclear weapons on warships. 

Bikini's native residents agreed to evacuate the island, and were evacuated on board the LST-861, with 
most moving to the Rongerik Atoll. In the 1950s, a series of large thermonuclear tests rendered Bikini 
unfit for subsistence farming and fishing because of radioactive contamination. Bikini remains 
uninhabited as of 2015, though it is occasionally visited by sport divers. Planners attempted to protect 
participants in the Operation Crossroads tests against radiation sickness, but one study showed that the 
life expectancy of participants was reduced by an average of three months. The Baker test's radioactive 
contamination of all the target ships was the first case of immediate, concentrated radioactive fallout from 
a nuclear explosion. Chemist Glenn T. Seaborg, the longest-serving chairman of the Atomic Energy 
Commission, called Baker "the world's first nuclear disaster." 
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